
Editor’s note: This article was originally 
posted on www.galvestonhistory.org .

Juneteenth and General Order Number 3, 
read on June 19, 1865, announcing that all slaves 
were free, is one of Galveston’s most important 
historical moments. US President Abraham Lincoln 
announced the Emancipation Proclamation on 
September 22, 1862. Issued under powers granted 
to the president “as a f it and necessary war 
measure,” the proclamation declared, “That on 
the 1st day of January, AD 1863, all persons held 
as slaves within any State or designated part 
of a State the people whereof shall then be in 
rebellion against the United States shall be then, 
thenceforward and forever free . . .” However, 
Lincoln’s proclamation would have little impact 
on Texans at that time due to the small number of 
Union troops available to enforce it.

Two and a half years later, in June of 1865, 
more than two thousand federal soldiers of the 13th 
Army Corps arrived in Galveston and with them 
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fifty US states and the District of Columbia have 
recognized Juneteenth as either a state holiday or 
ceremonial holiday, a day of observance.

In 1979, the Galveston Juneteenth Committee 
under the leadership of former city manager Doug

Major General Gordon Granger, Commanding 
Officer, District of Texas. Granger’s men marched 
through Galveston reading General Order Number 3 
at numerous locations, including their headquarters 
at the Osterman Building, 1861 Custom House, 
cour thouse, and then the Negro Church on 
Broadway, as Reedy Chapel-AME Church was 
referred to then. The order informed all Texans 
that, in accordance with a proclamation from the 
executive of the United States, all slaves were free.

It was from that moment that Juneteenth would 
be born. Since then, the annual commemoration has 
grown from local roots to a national celebration 
featuring parades, readings, processions, and more. 
In the late 1970s, the Texas legislature declared 
Juneteenth a “holiday of significance [ . . . ] 
particularly to the blacks of Texas.” Texas was the 
first state to establish Juneteenth as a state holiday 
under legislation introduced by freshman Democratic 
state representative Al Edwards (Houston). The 
law passed through the Texas legislature in 1979 
and was officially made a state holiday on January 
1, 1980. After Texas recognized the date, many 
states followed suit. Currently, forty-seven of the 
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Government Contracting 8a Business Development 
Webinar
Thursday, June 25, 2020, 9:00 am–10:30 am
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Susan Lourie, 617-565-5590,
susan.lourie@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
The SBA Massachusetts District Office presents 
a webinar on SBA’s 8(a) Business Development 
Program. Expand and grow your business by 
selling your product or service to the federal 
government. Government agencies reserve 
contracts for small businesses certified in SBA’s 
programs. Find out if you are qualified and 
ready for certification. For more information, go 
to: https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/ma/boston 
The SBA is an independent agency of the federal 
government, established to help small businesses 
start, grow, and succeed. Since 1953, the SBA 
has worked to ignite change and spark action. It 
was created to aid, counsel, assist, and protect 
the interests of small business concerns, to preserve 
free competitive enterprise, and to maintain and 
strengthen the overall economy of our nation.

How SBA Can Help You Start or Grow Your Small 
Business and How to Register Your Business 
Webinar
Thursday, July 2, 2020, 9:00 am–10:30 am
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration, 

New Hampshire Secretary of State Corporation 
Division
Contact: Miguel Moralez, 603-225-1601,
miguel.moralez@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
This monthly online session continues the 
training opportunities usually held at the New 
Hampshire state capitol. Join us to learn how the 
Small Business Administration and its resource 
partners can help. Hear from a representative 
from a local SBA office about the technical and 
financial resources offered through the agency 
and its resource and lending partners to help 
you start or grow your small business. Also, 
a representative from the New Hampshire 
Secretary of State Corporation Division will 
provide information on New Hampshire Quick 
Start and walk you through registering a business 
online. This FREE workshop, currently offered 
online, is held on the first Thursday of every 
month from 9:00 am to 10:30 am. We look 
forward to seeing you.

How to Access the Woman-Owned Small Business 
Federal Contract Program Repository Webinar
Tuesday, July 28, 2020, 2:00 pm–3:00 pm
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Patrice Dozier, 404-331-0118,
patrice.dozier@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
Once you register, you will be sent the link for 
the webinar. Before you can participate in the 
women’s contracting program, you must either 
use the SBA FREE online application or be 
third-party certified. Both methods require you 
to use the certify.SBA.gov website. Webinar 
access information will be forwarded via email.
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SBE OUTREACH SERVICES
With over 1.6 million businesses in our active 
database—the country’s largest non-public 
diversity database—SBE sets the professional 
standard for diversity outreach across the 
nation. For more than three decades, we have 
served small businesses, prime contractors, 
and agencies—with proven results.
Advertisements
Placed in various Small Business Exchange 
Northeast digital publications each month, 
and at www.sbenortheast.com
Fax, Email, and Postal Solicitations
Targeted mailings sent to businesses chosen 
according to your criteria
Live Call Center Follow-Up
Telephone follow-up calls using a script of 
five questions that you define
Computer Generated Reports 
Complete documentation that will fit right 
into your proposal, along with a list of 
interested firms to contact
Special Services 
Custom design and development of services 
that you need for particular situations such 
as small business marketing, diversity goal 
completion, and agency capacity building
Call for more information: 800-800-8534 
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Description of project:	  
A general description of the project work includes the following:
Generally of excavation of cross corridor passage, including installation of structural supports, 
architectural finishes, and mechanical and electrical appurtenances and related work at PATH 
Exchange Place Station and the vicinity thereof, Jersey City, New Jersey.
Many bidding opportunities are available.
If you are interested in bidding on this project, please contact Skanska’s Outreach Coordinator:
Julia.Omanoff@skanska.com • EOE/M/F/Vet/Disabled

SKANSKA USA CIVIL
IS SOLICITING COST PROPOSALS FROM PANYNJ CERTIFIED M/WBE AND SDVOB

SUBCONTRACTORS AND VENDORS
PATH Exchange Place Station 9 Car Program, West Corridor Project

PANYNJ Contract No: PAT-024.233
Bid Date: June 25, 2020

PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICES
With a database of over 1.6 million businesses, 
SBE assists agencies with public legal notices
Advertisements
Placed in various Small Business Exchange 
Northeast digital publications each month, and 
at www.sbenortheast.com
Special Follow-Up Services
Custom design and development of services 
that you need for particular situations such 
as small business marketing, diversity goal 
completion, and agency capacity building
Call for more information: 800-800-8534 
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Serving CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, 
NY, RI, VT, or any other states 
that you need to reach
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Description of Project:
The Emergency Services Building (ESB) project (the Project) consists of the construction within 
the secured site of the LIRR West Side Storage Yard (West Rail Yard) of a new electrical substation, 
emergency generator, and control panel within a fenced area as a temporary replacement for the 
ESB while it is demolished in favor of a new substation that is not a part of this contract, and 
moving an existing SCADA cabinet to a location adjacent to the aforesaid fenced area. This 
equipment will be located near the northwest comer of 11th Avenue and West 30th Street, north 
of the High Line structure. The Project also includes communications and electrical raceways, 
boxes, and cables related to the foregoing; fire alarm work related to the foregoing, a new water meter 
vault, and related civil work, all between the existing LIRR Access Road and West 30th Street.
Many bidding opportunities are available: Pipe materials, ready-mix concrete, rebar fabrication, 
rebar installation, erosion control materials, chain link fence, fill materials, haul and disposal, 
structural steel, metal deck, and miscellaneous metals.
If you are interested in bidding on this project, please contact Skanska’s Outreach Coordinator:
Julia.Omanoff@skanska.com • EOE/M/F/Vet/Disabled

SKANSKA USA CIVIL
IS SOLICITING COST PROPOSALS FROM DBE AND SBE

SUBCONTRACTORS/VENDORS FOR:
Amtrak Emergency Service Building Relocation Project, Manhattan

Amtrak Contract
Bid Date: July 28, 2020
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By Galveston Historical Foundation

Description of Project:
This station is Amtrak’s eighth busiest station nationally with approximately three million passengers 
per year utilizing approximately 150 Amtrak intercity and Maryland Transit Administrations 
MARC commuter trains each day. Ridership is forecast to increase significantly at this principal 
station along the Northeast Corridor. To accommodate this increase, Amtrak plans to introduce 
its high-speed train (HST) fleet to increase the train frequency along the corridor. MARC also plans 
to increase the frequency of its service to correspond to its commuter passenger increasing volume.
The project also includes other significant improvements such as:

•  Reconstruction of a side level boarding platform (48” above top of rail). Platform 2 reconstruction 
will bring the architectural elements back to their original beauty while making the functional 
and ADA-compliant enhancements of a side boarding with an elevator, an escalator, and 
refurbished stairs.

•  Construction of a new Platform 5, which will be approximately 1,000 feet long and constructed 
with precast concrete planks.

•  A new canopy including lighting, signage, drain leaders, electrical outlets, video surveillance 
cameras, and passenger information display systems (PIDS) which include audio-visual 
messaging and speakers.

• A new pedestrian bridge will extend from the Concourse elevator lobby, over Tracks 7 and F.
Many bidding opportunities are available: demolition, drilled piers, micropiles, structural 
steel, miscellaneous metals, precast concrete, roofing, skylights, curtainwall, wall panels, gypsum 
board, masonry, paint, tile, terrazzo, tactile warning surfacing, elevator, escalator, HVAC, fire 
protection, plumbing, electrical, signage, sitework, fencing, landscaping.
If you are interested in bidding on this project, please contact Skanska’s Outreach Coordinator:
Julia.Omanoff@skanska.com • EOE/M/F/Vet/Disabled

SKANSKA USA CIVIL
IS SOLICITING COST PROPOSALS FROM DBE AND SBE

SUBCONTRACTORS/VENDORS FOR:
Amtrak Baltimore Penn Station NGHSR Station Renovations Project, Baltimore

Amtrak Contract
Bid Date: July 24, 2020
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